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The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) governs the registration, distribution, sale, and use of 
pesticides in the United States. 

A pesticide is any substance or mixture of substances intended for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest,
or intended for use as a plant regulator, defoliant, or desiccant, or desiccant, or any nitrogen stabilizer.

This includes antimicrobials, disinfectants.

Established: 1947 by the US Department of Agriculture 

FIFIRA Basics



Pesticides vs Devices – FIFRA Authority

EPA under FIFRA has regulatory authority over both pesticides and devices.

FIFRA defines a pesticide as “any substance or 
mixture of substances intended for preventing, 
destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest...”

FIFRA defines a device as “any instrument or contrivance that 
is intended for trapping, destroying, repelling, or mitigating 
any pest or any other form of plant or animal life”
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Pesticides vs Devices – FIFRA Authority

Any substance or device that is intended to trap, destroy, repel or mitigate a pest.

FIFRA defines a pesticide as “any substance or 
mixture of substances intended for preventing, 
destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest...”

FIFRA defines a device as “any instrument or contrivance that 
is intended for trapping, destroying, repelling, or mitigating 
any pest or any other form of plant or animal life”
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Pesticides vs Devices – FIFRA Authority

First step is to ask, “What is the intended use of this product“?”

If the intended use is to “kill, repel, trap…a pest –
then YES they are EPA/FIFRA regulated.



Only for use on surfacesOnly for hands and body parts

Body Products vs Pesticides vs Devices

FDA registration required EPA registration required

Hand Sanitizer Surface Sanitizers & Disinfectants

No EPA Reg. No.
EPA Est. No.

EPA does not review efficacy
purchase at your own risk

Pesticide Devices

No EPA Reg. No.
No EPA Est. No.

EPA Reg. No.
EPA Est. No.

Should never be used as a first line disinfectant



Only for use on surfaces

Pesticide Substances

EPA registration required

Surface Sanitizers & Disinfectants

EPA Reg. No.
EPA Est. No.

This label 
language is 
federal law.



Pesticide Substances

EPA can determine if the labels are in 
compliance using the EPA Registration 
Number and the EPA Establishment Number.



Pesticide Substances

EPA uses PPLS to ensure the language on the 
product being imported MATCHES the language on 
the federal registration.

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-labels/pesticide-product-label-system-ppls-more-information

The is a public database.

Pesticide Product Label Search 

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-labels/pesticide-product-label-system-ppls-more-information


Pesticide Substances

Check that the EPA Establishment has 
submitted all required reports.

This is an EPA internal database.



No EPA Reg. No.
EPA Est. No.

EPA does not review efficacy
purchase at your own risk

Pesticide Devices

Should never be used as a first line disinfectantLABEL REQUIREMENTS:

 EPA Establishment Number
 Directions for Use
 Caution or Warning Statement
 No False Claims

Pesticide Devices



LABEL REQUIREMENTS:

 EPA Establishment Number

 Directions for Use

 Caution or Warning Statement

 No False Claims

Pesticide Devices



1976 Federal Register Notice: Enforcement Issues

Are these claims “false or misleading”?
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Unproveable by science.



IMPORTS

Imports Overview 

EXPORTS



Old School – Notice of Arrival Form

Include On-Product Label



Upload On-Product Label

New Way of Filing

And tag EPA



New Way of Filing

PGA Entry Data



PS1 Registered Pesticide
PS2 Pesticide Device
PS3 Pesticide Other (Research and Development, Minimum Risk)

TS1 Toxic Chemical (not a pesticide)

First, Pesticide Status

Second, Disclaim Code

A Not Subject to FIFRA Regulations 
B PGA Data
C Scanned/Signed by EPA NOA and Label uploaded to DIS
D Scanned/Signed by EPA NOA with shipment

New Way of Filing



New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS1 No Disclaim)

Correct 
Entry



New Way of Filing – Close UpsNew Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS1 No Disclaim)

Correct 
Entry

EPA registered pesticide 
that has a Section 3 label 

on product

EPA registration 
number on 

product

EPA 
establishment 

number on 
product



New Way of Filing – Close UpsNew Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS1 No Disclaim)

7969-CAN-1

2. Does the label language match the federal registered label?
https://ordspub.epa.gov/ords/pesticides/f?p=PPLS:8:10001535001793::NO::P8_PUID,P8_RINUM:513246,70506-306

3. Is the EPA Establishment in compliance (submitted all reports)?

1. Does the EPA Registration Number and the EPA Establishment 
Number in ACE match the label?

https://ordspub.epa.gov/ords/pesticides/f?p=PPLS:8:10001535001793::NO::P8_PUID,P8_RINUM:513246,70506-306


New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS2 No Disclaim)

Correct 
Entry



New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS2 No Disclaim)

Correct 
Entry

EPA 
establishment 

number on 
product

Since this is a device, there is no 
EPA registration number and 

there is no LPCO



New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS2 No Disclaim)

93719-CHN-3

2. Does the label have a precaution statement 
and directions for use?

3. Is the EPA Establishment in compliance 
(submitted all reports)?

1. Does the EPA Establishment Number in ACE 
match the label?



New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS3 No Disclaim)

Correct 
Entry



New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS3 No Disclaim)

Correct 
Entry

Since it is not an EPA registered 
pesticide, there is no LPCO



New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS3 No Disclaim)

Correct 
Entry

In all but rare instances all pesticides 
entering the US (even unregistered 
pesticides) must be produced in an 

EPA Registered Establishment.



New Way of Filing – Close Ups (PS3 No Disclaim)

2. Does the label have the 
requirement R&D information?

1. Does the EPA Establishment 
Number in ACE match the label?



PS1 Registered Pesticide
PS2 Pesticide Device
PS3 Pesticide Other (Research and Development, Minimum Risk)

TS1 Toxic Chemical (not a pesticide)

First, Pesticide Status

Second, Disclaim Code

A Not Subject to FIFRA Regulations
B PGA Data
C Scanned/Signed by EPA NOA and Label uploaded to DIS
D Scanned/Signed by EPA NOA with shipment

New Way of Filing



PS1 Registered Pesticide
PS2 Pesticide Device
PS3 Pesticide Other (Research and Development, Minimum Risk)

TS1 Toxic Chemical (not a pesticide)

Second, Disclaim Code

A Not Subject to FIFRA Regulations
B PGA Data
C Scanned/Signed by EPA NOA and Label uploaded to DIS
D Scanned/Signed by EPA NOA with shipment

New Way of Filing

First, Pesticide Status
THESE MEANS HAS THE SECTION 3 LABEL IS ON THE PRODUCT

THIS IS THE OPTION THAT SHOULD BE USED 
FOR PESTICIDES THAT ARE NOT LABELED 

WITH THE SECTION 3 LABEL

NO DISCLAIM



ACE ENTRY DATA

New Way of Filing

This indicates that the product is a registered pesticide 
with the section 3 label on the product 



ACE ENTRY DATA

New Way of Filing

This indicates that the 
product is labeled with 

EPA registration 
number 1677-251

This indicates that the 
product is labeled with 
(and was produced at) 

EPA establishment  
number 5389-CAN-01

ENTRY NUMBER EI5-2359574-9



ACE ENTRY DATA

New Way of Filing

This indicates that the 
product is labeled with 

EPA registration 
number 1677-251

This indicates that the 
product is labeled with 
(and was produced at) 

EPA establishment  
number 5389-NCX-01

ENTRY NUMBER EI5-23653092



ACE ENTRY DATA PS1 Registered Pesticide

EPA requested photos of the products and got these:

New Way of Filing

In DIS this is the label that was uploaded

EPA Registration Number 
EPA Establishment Number 



Resources

https://iaspub.epa.gov/apex/pesticides/f?p=PPLS:1

All EPA Registered Labels:

https://www.epa.gov/compliance/importing-and-exporting-pesticides-and-devices

EPA FIFRA Imports

https://www.epa.gov/compliance/national-list-active-epa-registered-foreign-and-domestic-pesticide-andor-
device-producing

All EPA Registered Establishments:

https://www.epa.gov/compliance/regional-contacts-questions-concerning-notices-arrival-epa-form-3540-1

EPA FIFRA Import Coordiantors

https://iaspub.epa.gov/apex/pesticides/f?p=PPLS:1
https://www.epa.gov/compliance/importing-and-exporting-pesticides-and-devices
https://www.epa.gov/compliance/national-list-active-epa-registered-foreign-and-domestic-pesticide-andor-device-producing
https://www.epa.gov/compliance/regional-contacts-questions-concerning-notices-arrival-epa-form-3540-1


Resources

Attachments:



Resources

Attachments:



Resources

Attachments:



Christine Tokarz
EPA, Region 8, FIFRA Inspector
Tokarz.Christine@epa.gov
518.416.8965

Questions?

Completion Code:
136F640D3B444E0
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