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Overview

▪ ACE Implementation Timeline

▪ FWS Requirements and FWS HTS Flags

▪ FWS PGA Message Set

▪ Tips for Trade



FWS Message Set Implementation

▪ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Implementation Guide: final version published in December 2019

▪ Limited Pilot: April 6th, 2020 – July 6th, 2020

▪ Expanded Pilot: starting July 6th, 2020

▪ Open to all ACE Filers

▪ Filing open to all FWS Designated Ports and at non-Designated POE’s if authorized under a valid FWS 

Designated Port Exception Permit (port specific)

▪ FWS HTS Flags enforced with a “warning” severity

▪ Proposed Rule pending – to include filing FWS data through ACE

▪ Final Rule published - enforcement of FWS HTS Flags will be fully implemented

▪ Filers using ACE must enter FWS data (or disclaim)



FWS Declaration Requirements

▪ In general all wildlife (live, parts, and products) require FWS declaration and clearance 
per 50 CFR 14.

▪ Currently declared to FWS using FWS electronic filing system (eDecs) or through paper 
filings.

▪ Filing FWS Message Set through ACE will now be another option.

▪ ACE filers must have an eDecs filer account (which must be included in the message set)

▪ ACE filers must have a corporate account set up with FWS – monthly payments through 
eDecs

▪ Filers must contact the LEMIS Help Desk to set up a new corporate account

▪ Required supporting documents can be provided via paper or DIS

▪ Original permits must be submitted via paper



DIS Submissions

▪ One PDF file containing all required FWS documents

▪ Document Label Code: FWS_SUPPORTING_DOCS

▪ DocCode: FWS02



FWS Data Filing Methods and HTS Flags

▪ EDS (Entire Data Set) – full 
Message Set

▪ LDS (Limited Data Set) – PG01, 
PG02, PG14 with LPCO “FWC” 
(eDec confirmation number)

▪ Disclaimers

▪ C – filing through eDecs after ACE 
submission

▪ D – filing via paper declaration

▪ E – commodity does not require FWS 
declaration and clearance

HTS

Flags
268 FWS Data Disclaimer

FW1 133
Data Maybe 

Required
C,D,E

FW2 75 Data Required None

FW3 58 Data Required C,D

• automotive leather parts; HTS 9401901010 - Not a FWS flag



FWS PGA Message 
Set Data Elements



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG01 – Intended Use Code

▪ PG14 LPCO Type “FWL” and LPCO 
Number are mandatory for:

▪ M= Biomedical

▪ T= Commercial

▪ Q= Traveling Exhibition

▪ PG02 – “P” (products)



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG05 –

▪ Scientific Name

▪ FWS Description Code (Appendix PGA)

❖NOTE: repeated if a hybrid



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG06 – Species Country of Origin

▪ (ACE CATAIR PGA Message Set)

▪ PG10 – Commodity Qualifier Code



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG14 – LPCO Type and Number

▪ “FWL” – Import/Export License

▪ M= Biomedical

▪ T= Commercial

▪ Q= Traveling Exhibition

▪ “DPE” – Designated Port Exception 
Permit

▪ “FWF” - Foreign CITES Permit

▪ “FWU” – U.S. CITES Permit

▪ “FWP” – U.S. Protected Species 
Permit (Ex. ESA, MBTA)



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG17 – Species Common Name

▪ General (ex. Cat)

▪ Specific (ex. Bengal)

❖NOTE: One PG17 record for Hybrid 
species

▪ PG17 – Venomous Indicator (“Y” or “N”) 

▪ PG05 FWS Description Code= LIV, 
LIVA100, or LIVA103

▪ PG17 – Cartons Containing Wildlife



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG19 – Entity Role Code

▪ “FWI” – Importer

▪ “FWE” – Exporter

▪ “CB” – Customs Broker

▪ PG19 – Entity Identification Code

▪ “78” – Entity filing the ACE entry 

▪ FWS eDecs filer account number



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

Entity Name Address City State/Province Country
Zip/Postal 

Code

Individual 

Name
Phone Email

FWI X X X X X X (x) (x) (x)

FWE X X X X

CB X X X X



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG22 – Certification

▪ Entity Role Code: “FWI”

▪ Declaration Code: “FW3” (Appendix PGA)

▪ Declaration Certification: “Y”

▪ Date 



Mandatory Data Elements: EDS Processing Code 

▪ PG25 – U.S. Dollar Value

▪ PG29 – Unit of Measure

▪ PG29 – Quantity

▪ PG30 

▪ Inspection Status: “I”

▪ Date of arrival into U.S. jurisdiction

▪ Inspection Location



Entry Type 06 - FTZ

▪ FWS regulated commodities must be declared upon arrival into the U.S.

▪ FWS Data submitted via eDecs

▪ LDS Processing Code 

▪ LPCO Type: “FWC” 

▪ LPCO Number: eDec confirmation number, “VARIOUS”, “UNKNOWN”



CBP Event Messages used by FWS 

▪ Under Review – 03 “Data Received”- when eDec is generated

▪ Reject 04

▪ May Proceed 07/50

▪ May Proceed 07/35 – new version ignored by FWS

▪ Hold Intensive 11/34 – Physical Inspection

▪ Resolve Intensive 11/34

▪ Hold Intensive 11/45 - Refusal

▪ Hold Intact – Document Request, Exam/Inspection (after shipment released) 



3 Day Rule

❖ACE Cargo Release (SE) Replacements or PGA Corrections (CA) for 
FWS entries are only allowed when the FWS status on the submitted entry is 
“Rejected”, or if CBP has not yet sent the data to FWS.

❖CBP sends the data to FWS 3 days prior to the anticipated arrival date in the 
PG30.

❖NOTE: Updates are allowed anytime.



Tips for Trade 

When/How to revise FWS data after 
submission

If an entry is “rejected” by FWS

➢Revisions of FWS data are allowed:

➢Filer can Replace the entry (using ‘update action code’ = R, in 
the SE transaction), without CBP approval.

➢Filer can file a CA transaction if they only need to change 
PGA data (a CA does not need approval by CBP).

If an entry is “may proceeded” by FWS

➢Filer should not submit an SE Replace/Update, or submit a CA 
transaction to change FWS data 

➢A CA may be submitted to change another PGA’s data.  If a CA is 
submitted to change FWS data, it will be rejected.

➢Filer should cancel the existing entry and submit a new entry if 
changing any FWS data

❖ If filer submits an SE U or R anyway, FWS will expect that it’s data 
for this entry did not change and a May Proceed will be sent.  



Tips for Trade 

Cancelling an Entry

If a Filer cancels an entry with FWS data

➢ EDS (entire data set) processing code submission will 

Delete the generated electronic Form 3-177 in the eDec

system 

➢ LDS (limited data set) processing code submission will 

Delete the filed electronic Form 3-177 in the eDec system, if 

the ‘cancelled’ entry number is listed in box 6 of the eDec

❖ NOTE: To keep the existing eDec, the Filer should log 

in to eDecs and enter the ‘new’ entry number 

associated with the shipment

If a Filer cancels an entry that has been “may 

proceeded” by FWS: 

• EDS (entire data set) processing code submission – Filer 

must contact FWS Inspection Office to manually delete the 

“Cleared” eDec

• LDS (limited data set) processing code submission – Filer 

must contact FWS Inspection Office to manually delete the 

“Cleared” eDec



Tips for Trade

▪ File per entry

▪ EDS, LDS, disclaimer C, or disclaimer D

▪ Any entry using multiple methods to report FWS would 
cause an automatic reject

▪ LDS should only have one eDec confirmation 
number on each PGA line and it should be the 
same per entry

▪ Except Entry Type 06 allows multiple numbers on each 
PGA line, however all lines must be the same

▪ Disclaimer E is the only PG01 record that can be 
sent with EDS, LDS, disclaimer C or disclaimer D 
on different PGA lines in the same entry 

Multiple PGA Line Submissions



Tips for Trade 

General species categories 

▪ Filer cannot access the species lookup in ACE

▪ General species codes are allowed in FWS message set

➢Examples:

• NON-CITES BUTTERFLIES

• TROPICAL FISH

• MOLLUSC

• CRUSTACEANS



Questions...


