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Vehicles and Engines (V&E) 

• The Clean Air Act prohibits import of any motor vehicle, motor 
vehicle engine, non-road engine, or equipment that does not 
conform to EPA emission standards and requirements into the 
U.S.  

• Light-duty motor vehicles 
• Motorcycles  
• Heavy-duty on-highway engines 
• Non-road engines  
• Marine engines  
• Recreational vehicles (dirt bikes, 

ATVs, ORUVs, and snowmobiles) 

These standards apply to new 
or used vehicles and engines, 
manufactured either 
domestically or abroad.  
The standard applies to 
commercial/recreational/ 
personal imports 



Determining Filing Requirements for 
V&E 

 

• EPA Form 3520-1 Import passenger vehicles, highway motorcycles, and the 
corresponding engines into the United States 

• EPA Form 3520-21 Import heavy-duty highway engines and non-road engines (gas, 
diesel, marine, stationary) into the United States. Also applies for engines already 
installed in vehicles or equipment 

 
• Contact the V&E Hotline at (734) 214-4100 or by email: Imports@epa.gov 
 
• Importing Vehicles and Engines 

https://www.epa.gov/importing-vehicles-and-engines/publications-and-forms-
importing-vehicles-and-engines 

• Small Equipment & Tools 
https://www.epa.gov/regulations-emissions-vehicles-and-engines/regulations-
emissions-small-equipment-tools 

 
 

https://www.epa.gov/importing-vehicles-and-engines/epa-standard-form-3520-1-declaration-form-importation-motor-vehicles
https://www.epa.gov/importing-vehicles-and-engines/epa-standard-form-3520-1-declaration-form-importation-motor-vehicles
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Goods not Regulated by EPA V&E 

• If goods are not Regulated by EPA V&E, you can disclaim 
using the Disclaim code A= Product is not regulated by this 
Agency  
 

• Tip:  Ensure “Commercial Description” is sufficient to 
substantiate to EPA why you are disclaiming   

 
• Examples of Disclaim code “A” 
 



Original Equipment Manufacturers 
(OEMs)  

• Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) who are 
importing on-road and/or non-road vehicles and engines with 
certificates of conformity, are not required to file V&E 
declarations 

• OEM’s file with the disclaim reason code "B – Data Not 
Required per Agency Guidance."  

• Who qualifies as an OEM? 
• OEM Guidance can be found at: 

• https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100QQ3X.pdf 
 

 

https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100QQ3X.pdf


Filing V&E Without Full Message Set   
If you cannot file electronically using the ACE PGA 
Message Set 
 
• Disclaim Code “C” = data filed through other agency 

means. Uploading to the Document Image System (DIS) 
 Upload completed EPA forms 3520-1 (on-road) /  
 3520-21 (non-road) and other required document via 
 DIS 

 
• Disclaim Code “D” = data filed through paper. EPA Forms 

accompany the shipment and are presented to CBP 



ACE Cargo Release Message – V&E   
• EPA Tariff Flag: EP3 - Vehicle and Engines specific data may be 

required – Used as a guide only  
• Messages: 

• “Reject” (AX/SX) File couldn’t be processed – “Bucket 1”reject  
• An EPA “Under Review” (SO70) –Some EPA Data is missing or invalid 
• An EPA “May Proceed” (SO70) –you have met filing requirements 

• File early (well in advance of arrival at the port of entry) to 
allow for corrections if needed  

• PGA Correction can be filed up to 10 days from arrival 
• After 10 days?   
• While the shipment may have been released by CBP, the 

“Under Review” status means the goods have not been shown 
to meet EPA requirements 



DIS   
• Use EPA Agency document type in order for EPA and CBP to see 

documents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• When to upload documents via DIS for V&E?  
• Disclaimer “C” – Filing through other agency means 
• DIS is also helpful to supply additional material, including label 

photo, commercial docs, etc. if EPA filing status is “Under Review”  

 
  

Document Name Document Label (XML) DocCode – DIS 
email 

Importation of Motor Vehicles and 
Engines (on road)  

EPA_3520_1_IMPORTER_OF_MOTOR_V_E_ON_ROAD  EPA01   
 

Importation of Motor Vehicles and 
Engines (off road)  

EPA_3520_21_IMPORT_OF_MOTOR_V_E_OFF_ROAD  EPA02   
 

Pre-approved Vehicle/Engine 
Exemption Letter  

EPA_V_E_EXEMPTION   
 

EPA05   
 



PG Record V&E Message Set  

OI The commercial description of the shipment is provided 

PG01 The PGA line number, Government Agency Code, and Government Agency Program 
Code are provided. Conditionally, the Disclaimer Code is provided 

PG02 Product Identifier 

PG24 Import & Industry Codes and Remarks 

PG07 Model, Manufacture Date, and Item Identity Numbers 

PG08 Report additional item identity numbers 

PG10 Characteristics of the Product or Component 

PG14 Licenses, Permits, Certificates, or Exemptions issued by EPA 

PG19 Entity Role, Entity Identification, Entity Name, and Entity Address 1 

PG20 Entity Address line 2, Apartment/Suite, City, State, and Zip/Postal Cod. 

PG21 Individual Name, Telephone Number, and Email address 

PG55 Identifies Entity from the previous PG19, PG20, and PG21 group as having additional 
roles 

PG22 Importers Substantiating Documents, Document Identifiers, Conformance 
Declarations, and Declaration Certifications 



Tips for Filing V&E 
• Common filing error is not providing the correct Test Group Name/Engine 

Family Name in the PG14 
• Take these steps before you transmit 

• Obtain a picture of the Emission Control Information Label, it contains the  
Test Group/Engine Family Name, that is the key information to show a 
vehicle or engine has been certified and can be imported  

• For information on finding the label, please see : 
http://www.epa.gov/importing-vehicles-and-engines/locating-vehicle-
emissions-label 

• Tip: “Google” the Test Group/Engine Family Name prior to filing the entry 
data to ensure the number is accurate.  

 

http://www.epa.gov/importing-vehicles-and-engines/locating-vehicle-emissions-label
http://www.epa.gov/importing-vehicles-and-engines/locating-vehicle-emissions-label




Tips for Filing V&E 
• Make sure Test Group Name/Engine Family Name is correctly formatted. 

Include periods or dashes 
• Ever wonder if it is a O or a zero or is it an 8 or a B? Positions 6 through 9 

in Engine Family Name denote displacements, so they are always numbers 
or punctuations 

 
 

 

 



Tips for Filing V&E   
• Helpful link for Engine Family Names 

https://www.epa.gov/compliance-and-fuel-economy-data/annuali-certification-
data-engines-and-equipment  

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_compliance-2Dand-2Dfuel-2Deconomy-2Ddata_annual-2Dcertification-2Ddata-2Dengines-2Dand-2Dequipment&d=DwMGaQ&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=egUyjMYUjmDHUIT7Y2gIWrWZIYR8kL9NrAeMHrKY47U&s=G3RfCvWbT24L5kyWWQt17bHS-N0VNj60fa2EZ8UV1Ow&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.epa.gov_compliance-2Dand-2Dfuel-2Deconomy-2Ddata_annual-2Dcertification-2Ddata-2Dengines-2Dand-2Dequipment&d=DwMGaQ&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=egUyjMYUjmDHUIT7Y2gIWrWZIYR8kL9NrAeMHrKY47U&s=G3RfCvWbT24L5kyWWQt17bHS-N0VNj60fa2EZ8UV1Ow&e=


EPA Import Declarations 
Form 3520-1  

Import passenger vehicles, highway motorcycles, and 
the corresponding engines 

 





Passenger Vehicle Data Elements   
• Import Code – Provision  for import  (PG24) 

• Vehicle Identification Number (VIN): (PG07/08) 
 VIN # location is on the vehicle  
 left hand side of the windshield.   
 10th digit of the VIN is the Model Year 
 VIN#: ZHWUU16M4CLAU5577 
• Model Number - Commercial Model Number of the vehicle (PG07) 

• Manufacture Date: Date the vehicle was manufactured (MMYYYY)  (PG07) 

• Manufacturer: Name only is required  (PG19) plus additional Entities 

  
• Test Group Name 12 Characters (PG14)  
• EPA Letter of Approval: Each letter has an Exemption Number (PG14) 
• EPA Bond Policy Number (PG14)  

 
• Model Year – Import Code  “A” “C” “U” “Y” or “Z” (PG10) 
• Engine Power Rating  - Import Code  “U” (PG10) 





Import Codes & Reporting Requirements 
3520-1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• When does EPA require bonding for EPA Form 
3520-1? 

• Exemptions and Exclusions are found on the EPA 
Form  3520-1 

Code Description 

B  U.S.-certified  

F  U.S.-certified catalyst restoration  

G Imported for repair or alteration  

I Imported for testing purposes  

K Imported for display   

J Imported by an ICI for the purpose of pre-
certification testing to obtain an EPA certificate of 
conformity   

L Racing vehicle   

O Imported by non-resident for personal use by and 
individual for a period up to a year  
 

Import Code selection may require additional data 
elements to be filed.   Refer to “Appendix A” for a list of 
required data elements by Import Code 

LPCO -PG14 



Tips for Light-duty Motor Vehicles   
 

• For light-duty motor vehicle (car, light-duty pickups, motorcycles) non-
chassis-mounted used engine the importation would not be regulated. 
Can disclaim using Disclaim Code “A” – Not Regulated by this Agency  

 
• For further clarification on Import Code requirements, please refer to 

EPA Imports Hotline, Compliance Division, Office of Transportation and 
Air Quality at (703) 214-4100 or imports@epa.gov 

• Review the EPA Form 3520-1  

• Refer to EPA Supplemental Guidelines 
• Appendix “A” list of required data elements by Import Code 

 

 

mailto:imports@epa.gov


Entity Roles for EPA Form 3520-1 

For EPA Form 3520-1, a minimum of four (4) entities 
must be identified: Importer, Manufacturer, Owner, 
and Certifying Individual  

Importer – Name / Address & Point of Contact 

Owner - Name / Address & Point of Contact 

Certifying Individual  -  Name / Address & Point of 
Contact 

Manufacturer –Name Only  - No address required  

Storage Location – Location of Goods for examination 
after import – Only a point of contact and their contact 
information is required  

 



EPA Import Declarations 
Form 3520-21  

Heavy-duty highway engines and non-road engines 
(gas, diesel, marine, stationary) 





3520-21 – Heavy Duty Highway and  
Non-Road Engines  

 

• Import Code – Provision for import (PG24) 

• Industry Code: Identifies the type of highway, non-road or stationary 
engine/vehicle (PG24) 

• Model (PG07) 

• Manufacture Date: Date the vehicle was manufactured (MMYYYY) (PG07)  

• Engine Family Name Engine Family Name must be limited to 12 characters, 
including ‘periods’ (PG14) 

• Manufacturer : The name of the Manufacturer  only (PG19), plus additional 
required entities  

• Build Date/Location:  location of the build date (manufacture date) is located in.  
Engine, Vehicle or Other  (PG10) 



3520-21 – Heavy Duty Highway and  
Non-Road Engines  

 

• Engine Serial Number – Code (“ENN”) (PG07/PG08) 

• Vehicle’s Serial Number – Code (“SE”) 

• Vehicle Identification Number  - Code (“VIN”)   

 

• Engine power rating (kW or HP)  (PG10)  

• Model year of the vehicle or engine (PG10)  

 

• When does EPA Require bonding for EPA Form 3520-21?  

• Bond Exemption (PG24) 

• NAIC #/State: NAIC #/State  (PG19) 

• Bond Policy # (PG14) 

 

 

 





Import Codes and Industry Codes & 
Reporting Requirements 3520-21 
Import Industry Description 

1 U.S.-certified engine or engine 
installed in a certified vehicle   

10 Repairs or alterations   

11 Testing   
 

12 Display   
 

18   Competition engine   
 

G Other non-road spark-ignition 
engines at or below 19kW or below 
30kW if total displacement is at or 
below 1000cc   

Appendix “A” list of required data 
elements by Import Code & Industry Code 
for EPA Form 3520-21) 

LPCO -PG14 



Import Codes & Industry Codes - 
for 3520-21 

 
• For further clarification on Import Code/Industry Codes  

requirements, please refer to EPA Imports Hotline, 
Compliance Division, Office of Transportation and Air 
Quality at (703) 214-4100 or imports@epa.gov 
 

• Review the EPA Form 3520-21 
• Refer to EPA Supplemental Guidelines  
• Appendix “A” list of required data elements by Import 

Code 
 

  
 

mailto:imports@epa.gov


Entity Roles for EPA Form 3520-21 
For EPA Form 3520-21, a minimum of four (4) entities 
must be identified: Importer, Manufacturer, Owner, and 
Certifying Individual  

Importer – Name and  Address  (PG19&20) and Point of    
Contact (PG21) 

Owner Name and  Address  (PG19&20) and Point of 
Contact (PG21) 

Certifying Individual  - Name and  Address  (PG19&20) 
and Point of Contact (PG21) 

Manufacturer –Name Only  - No address required  

Storage Location – Location of Goods for Examination 
after import  - Only a point of contact and their contact 
information is required 



Resources  
EPA Supplemental Guide: 
 
The PGA Message Set chapter/implementation guide and its related Appendix PGA can be 
found on CBP.gov at: 
https://www.cbp.gov/document/forms/epa-supplemental-catair-guidelines 
 
PGA Message Set Mapping 
The correspondence between the electronic formats in ACE and the “paper” versions of EPA 
declarations forms is well explained in two CBP websites.   
  
For the 3520-1 form (used for highway vehicles and engines other than heavy duty truck 
engines), see: 
  
https://www.cbp.gov/document/guides/epa-form-35201-pga-message-set-cross-walk 
  
For the 3520-21 form (used for heavy duty highway and all nonroad equipment or engines), 
see: 
  
https://www.cbp.gov/document/guides/pga-message-setepa-form-352021-cross-walk             
 

https://www.cbp.gov/document/forms/epa-supplemental-catair-guidelines
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cbp.gov_document_guides_epa-2Dform-2D35201-2Dpga-2Dmessage-2Dset-2Dcross-2Dwalk&d=DwMFAg&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=u9blF-fNezSVoBGdEfB6vSPgWVoOTsbz1fDT3FO1d-E&s=NzZxcPNXPpILf6zBejRPV3m0NS3DhfVrgYWfWYAUD6E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cbp.gov_document_guides_epa-2Dform-2D35201-2Dpga-2Dmessage-2Dset-2Dcross-2Dwalk&d=DwMFAg&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=u9blF-fNezSVoBGdEfB6vSPgWVoOTsbz1fDT3FO1d-E&s=NzZxcPNXPpILf6zBejRPV3m0NS3DhfVrgYWfWYAUD6E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cbp.gov_document_guides_epa-2Dform-2D35201-2Dpga-2Dmessage-2Dset-2Dcross-2Dwalk&d=DwMFAg&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=u9blF-fNezSVoBGdEfB6vSPgWVoOTsbz1fDT3FO1d-E&s=NzZxcPNXPpILf6zBejRPV3m0NS3DhfVrgYWfWYAUD6E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cbp.gov_document_guides_epa-2Dform-2D35201-2Dpga-2Dmessage-2Dset-2Dcross-2Dwalk&d=DwMFAg&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=u9blF-fNezSVoBGdEfB6vSPgWVoOTsbz1fDT3FO1d-E&s=NzZxcPNXPpILf6zBejRPV3m0NS3DhfVrgYWfWYAUD6E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cbp.gov_document_guides_epa-2Dform-2D35201-2Dpga-2Dmessage-2Dset-2Dcross-2Dwalk&d=DwMFAg&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=u9blF-fNezSVoBGdEfB6vSPgWVoOTsbz1fDT3FO1d-E&s=NzZxcPNXPpILf6zBejRPV3m0NS3DhfVrgYWfWYAUD6E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cbp.gov_document_guides_epa-2Dform-2D35201-2Dpga-2Dmessage-2Dset-2Dcross-2Dwalk&d=DwMFAg&c=M3jSX0q__WCriNxUy_6-IiKZHtOAQbDjGm4e_bZhPJ4&r=F9_Mc4xdSnPE4trhkxr-KjP--mf_kIGodDuFjCFEqCk&m=u9blF-fNezSVoBGdEfB6vSPgWVoOTsbz1fDT3FO1d-E&s=NzZxcPNXPpILf6zBejRPV3m0NS3DhfVrgYWfWYAUD6E&e=
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Resources  
• EPA Filing Tips can be found at:   

https://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/features 
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Resources  
• ACE PGA Forms List – Imports  

https://www.cbp.gov/document/guidance/ace-november-1-pga-forms 
 

• Filing status and points of contact for Partner Government Agencies (PGA) 
in ACE 

https://www.cbp.gov/document/guidance/ace-pga-filing-status# 
 

• DIS Implementation Guide  
https://www.cbp.gov/document/forms/dis-implementation-guide 
 

• Agency Tariff Code to Agency Program Cross Reference 
https://www.cbp.gov/document/guidance/agency-tariff-code-agency-program-cross-
reference 
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Questions?  

Sandra Langford-Coty, LCB, CCS 
Director of Operational Development 
A.N. Deringer, Inc.  
Phone: (310) 885-9777  
email: slcoty@anderinger.com 

Mario Jorquera, P.E., Senior Engineer 
Vehicle and Engine Enforcement Branch 
Air Enforcement Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Phone: (202) 564-1079 
email: jorquera.mario@epa.gov 

Roy Chaudet  (1st EPA Contact) 
Office of Information Management 
Office of Environmental Information 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 Phone: (202) 566-1703  
email: Chaudet.Roy@EPA.GOV 

mailto:slcoty@anderinger.com
mailto:jorquera.mario@epa.gov
mailto:Chaudet.Roy@EPA.GOV
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