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Topics Addressed

• Overview

• Resources

– APHIS Core Trade Guide

– APHIS Core PGA Message 

Set Implementation Guide

• Additional Resources
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APHIS Core PGA Message Set Filing

• APHIS Federal Register Notice published on

• February 3, 2020 describes APHIS Core

– Enforcement of HTS flags for APHIS Core will be fully 

implemented on August 03, 2020.

– Transition period is underway until August 2020.

– Filers using ACE must enter APHIS PGA data (or 

disclaim) when they receive an APHIS HTS flag.
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Key Things to Remember

▪ APHIS Core requirements apply 

at the first U.S. port of arrival.

▪ APHIS Core requirements 

apply regardless of shipment 

value.

▪ Importers still need to obtain all 

necessary documents (permits, 

animal or plant health 

certificates, etc.)

▪ Submit official Government 

certificates as original paper 

documents
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Key Things to Remember

▪ Shipments may still be 

referred for inspection

▪ Other Federal, State, and 

local agency requirements 

apply

▪ Filers must properly 

classify commodities
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Key Things to Remember

▪ APHIS Permits are matched in 

ACE and no longer required to 

be submitted.

▪ For Certificates and Permits 

remember to include the whole 

number including dashes or 

slashes.
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APHIS Core Operational Programs
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APHIS Core Supplemental Trade Guide

• Job Aid for filers
– HTS Flagging Guidance 

(AQ1 and AQ2)

– Disclaim code guidance

– LPCO Guidance

– LPCO/DIS Correlation table

– Agency Processing Code 

Guidance

– HTS to APHIS Commodity 

Category Type Correlation 

Table

– FAQs
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APHIS Core Supplemental Trade Guide
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APHIS Core Supplemental Trade Guide
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APHIS Core Supplemental Trade Guide



United States Department of Agriculture

APHIS Core PGA Message Set Implementation Guide

• A detailed overview of the APHIS Core Message Set

– Error codes and technical rule descriptions

– Data element descriptions in full

– Counts of required and conditional data elements by 

APHIS Program

– Form to PGA element mapping

• Three different ways to consume the information:

– Text

– Table

– Diagram/Flow Chart
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APHIS Core PGA Message Set Implementation Guide



United States Department of Agriculture

APHIS Core PGA Message Set Implementation Guide
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APHIS Core PGA Message Set Implementation Guide
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ACE Appendix PGA

• Contains APHIS Core-specific codes and full 

descriptions of codes.
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Additional Resources

• Contact ACE.ITDS@usda.gov regarding APHIS Core 

Message Set

• More guidance available on the APHIS ACE Website 

(www.aphis.usda.gov/ace)

– Exemptions

– Entry types where APHIS Core flagging is enforced

– Full list of CBP Appendices referenced for APHIS 

Core Message Set

• APHIS’ Import/Export web page or call the APHIS 

Customer Service Center at 1-844-820-2234.

mailto:ACE.ITDS@usda.gov
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ace
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/importexport

